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N.H. Rule of Evidence 408. Compromise and Offers To Compromise

In a tort case, evidence of (1) a settlement with or the giving of a release or covenant not to sue
to or, (2) furnishing or offering or promising to furnish or accepting or offering or promising to
accept, a valuable consideration in compromising a disputed claim with one or more persons
liable in tort for the same injury to person or property or for the same wrongful death shall not
be introduced in evidence in a subsequent trial of an action against any other tortfeasor to
recover damages for the injury or wrongful death. Upon the return of a verdict, the court shall
inquire of the attorneys for the parties the amount of the consideration paid for any
settlement, release or covenant not to sue, and shall reduce the verdict by that amount.

In any other case, evidence of (1) furnishing or offering or promising to furnish, or (2) accepting
or offering or promising to accept, a valuable consideration in compromising or attempting to
compromise a claim which was disputed as to either validity or amount, is not admissible to
prove liability for or invalidity of the claim or its amount.

Evidence of conduct or statements made in compromise negotiations is likewise not admissible.
However, this rule does not require the exclusion of any evidence otherwise admissible merely
because it is presented in the course of compromise negotiations.

This rule does not require exclusion when the evidence is offered for a purpose other than the
proof of liability for or invalidity of the claim or its amount, such as proving bias or prejudice of
a witness, negativing a contention of undue delay, or proving an effort to obstruct a criminal
investigation or prosecution.
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